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Abstract 
Human rights are rights inherent in every individual as a gift from God Almighty, which must 
be respected, protected and fulfilled by the state. The Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (CRPD) is an international treaty that aims to promote, protect and guarantee the 
full and equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms by all persons with 
disabilities. This research aims to increase awareness and understanding of the rights of persons 
with intellectual disabilities, particularly in ensuring access to a fair trial in accordance with the 
principles of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). This research 
uses a normative juridical method by analyzing international and national laws and regulations 
related to the implementation of the CRPD in ensuring the right to a fair trial for persons with 
intellectual disabilities. The results showed that although Indonesia has ratified the Convention 
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), its implementation in the judiciary is still 
constrained by the lack of understanding of legal officials, limited facilities, bias against the 
right to testimony of persons with disabilities, and weak enforcement of regulations. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Human rights are rights inherent in every individual as a gift from God Almighty, which 

must be respected, protected and fulfilled by the state. In the international legal system, the 
protection of human rights is the foundation for the creation of global justice and prosperity 
(Sinaga, 2018). Pentingnya perlindungan hak-hak individu tercermin dalam berbagai instrumen 
internasional, One of them is the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) 
which was adopted by the United Nations (UN) in 2006. People with intellectual disabilities 
are individuals who experience limitations in intellectual functioning and adaptive behavior, 
which affect their ability to understand information, learn, and interact socially (Wijaya & 
Nurhajati, 2018). Intellectual disabilities are classified into several levels of severity, ranging 
from mild to severe, each of which has different characteristics and support needs.  

The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) is an international 
treaty that aims to promote, protect and ensure the full and equal enjoyment of all human rights 
and fundamental freedoms by all persons with disabilities. The CRPD emphasizes the 
importance of respect for the dignity, individual autonomy, and full participation in society of 
persons with disabilities (Mu’in dkk., 2021). In the context of the right to a fair trial, the CRPD 
requires states parties to ensure that persons with disabilities, including those with intellectual 
disabilities, can access the justice system equally and effectively. This includes the provision 
of accessible information, adequate support throughout the judicial process, and recognition of 
their legal capacity to make decisions (Eddyono & Kamilah, 2015). However, implementation 
of the CRPD in this context still faces various challenges, such as a lack of understanding of 
the specific needs of persons with intellectual disabilities in the justice system and limited 
resources to provide the necessary support. 

The right to a fair trial is a fundamental principle in the international legal system, 
ensuring that every individual receives an equal, transparent and impartial judicial process. For 
people with intellectual disabilities, the application of this principle becomes more complex 
due to their specific needs in understanding legal procedures and communicating effectively 
(Yuliansa dkk., 2024). According to the International Disability Alliance (IDA), people with 
intellectual disabilities often face barriers in accessing comprehensible legal information, which 
reduces their ability to participate fully in the judicial process (Meyers, 2014). 

The main challenges faced by people with intellectual disabilities in the justice process 
include the inability to understand legal procedures, lack of adequate support, and potential 
discrimination (Astuti, 2014). A lack of understanding of the legal process can leave them 
unable to make informed decisions or understand the consequences of their actions. In addition, 
the lack of support from professionals trained in dealing with their specific needs can hinder 
their access to justice. Social stigma and negative stereotypes towards people with intellectual 
disabilities can also lead to discriminatory treatment in the justice system, such as unfair 
assessments of their capacity to be legally responsible (Lepar & Sari, 2024). For example, in 
guardianship cases in Indonesia, individuals with intellectual disabilities are often considered 
incapable of making legal decisions, which may limit their right to participate in judicial 
processes.  

The implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
(CRPD) faces various obstacles in the context of the right to a fair trial for persons with 
intellectual disabilities. Although Indonesia has ratified the CRPD through Law No. 19/2011, 
challenges in its implementation remain significant. Lack of understanding and training for law 
enforcement officials regarding the special needs of persons with intellectual disabilities is a 
major obstacle. In addition, judicial infrastructure that is not yet fully disability-friendly and a 
lack of resources to provide necessary accommodations exacerbate this situation. According to 
a report from the Australian Government Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, although 
Indonesia signed the CRPD in 2007, effective implementation still requires greater efforts to 
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ensure access to justice for persons with disabilities. This gap shows the need for further efforts 
in ensuring that people with intellectual disabilities can enjoy the right to a full and equal fair 
trial. It is important to improve training for law enforcement officials, provide appropriate 
accommodations, and eliminate stigma and discrimination in the justice system. Thus, persons 
with intellectual disabilities can obtain access to justice on an equal basis with other individuals, 
in accordance with the country's commitment to the CRPD (Almahdi, 2023). 

The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), adopted by the 
United Nations in 2006, is an international instrument that aims to protect and promote the 
rights of persons with disabilities worldwide (Soleh & others, 2016). Indonesia, as a country 
committed to human rights, ratified the CRPD through Law No. 19/2011. This ratification 
signifies Indonesia's commitment to integrate the principles of the CRPD into the national legal 
system, so that the rights of persons with disabilities can be effectively recognized and 
protected. In the context of national law, the ratification of the CRPD has significant 
implications for various aspects of legislation in Indonesia. One of the impacts is the changes 
and adjustments to existing laws and regulations, to be in line with the provisions in the CRPD 
(Wajdu, 2019). For example, in the field of education, the CRPD requires the state to ensure 
accessibility of education for persons with disabilities without discrimination. This has 
prompted revisions to the National Education System Law to make it more inclusive and 
responsive to the needs of persons with disabilities. In addition, the implementation of the 
CRPD also encourages the establishment of new laws and regulations that specifically regulate 
the rights of persons with disabilities (Mei Ie dkk., 2024). For example, Law No. 8/2016 on 
Persons with Disabilities provides a legal basis for persons with disabilities to obtain their rights 
equally with other citizens. This law covers various aspects, from education, employment, 
accessibility, to participation in political and social life.  

However, despite efforts to integrate the CRPD into the national legal system, 
implementation challenges remain. Lack of understanding and awareness among law 
enforcement officials regarding the rights of persons with disabilities is a major obstacle. In 
addition, the implementation of the CRPD also requires support from various parties, including 
civil society, non-governmental organizations, and the private sector, to ensure that the rights 
of persons with disabilities can be fulfilled optimally (Dahlan & Anggoro, 2021). Collaboration 
between the government and the community is key in realizing inclusivity and justice for people 
with disabilities in Indonesia. 

In Indonesia, the implementation of policies and regulations related to the protection of 
the right to a fair trial for persons with intellectual disabilities has undergone significant 
development (Nazifah dkk., 2024). One important step was the ratification of the Convention 
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) through Law No. 19/2011, which signaled 
the state's commitment to protect the rights of persons with disabilities, including in the judicial 
context. Subsequently, Law No. 8/2016 on Persons with Disabilities became a more 
comprehensive legal foundation in protecting the rights of persons with disabilities in 
Indonesia. Article 11 of this law affirms that persons with disabilities are entitled to equal 
treatment before the law and accessibility in the judicial process. To ensure effective 
implementation, the Supreme Court of the Republic of Indonesia has issued Decree of the 
Director General of Military and State Administration Courts Number 
252/DJMT/Kep.OT.01.3.VI.2022. This decree provides guidelines for courts in handling cases 
involving persons with disabilities, including persons with intellectual disabilities, with the aim 
of ensuring equal and fair access to justice.  

Nonetheless, challenges in implementing this policy still exist. The lack of 
understanding and training for law enforcement officials on the special needs of people with 
intellectual disabilities is a major obstacle. According to M. Saleh Partaonan Daulay, a legal 
expert from the University of North Sumatra, “It is important for law enforcement officers to 
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receive specialized training on the rights of persons with disabilities in order to apply the law 
fairly and equally.” In addition, a judicial infrastructure that is not yet fully disability-friendly 
and a lack of resources to provide necessary accommodations exacerbate the situation (Subroto 
& Muktya, 2024). Therefore, sustained efforts are needed from the government, judicial 
institutions and the community to ensure that persons with intellectual disabilities can enjoy the 
right to a full and equal fair trial. 

The implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
(CRPD) in justice systems across countries shows significant variation, with some countries 
successfully implementing inclusive policies, while others face challenges in implementation 
(Kurniaty dkk., 2021). In Australia, for example, specific procedures have been put in place to 
ensure accessibility for people with disabilities in the justice system. The Supreme Court of 
Australia provides comprehensive guidance on service procedures for persons with disabilities, 
including persons with intellectual disabilities, to ensure that they can participate effectively in 
the judicial process.  

However, in some countries, the implementation of the CRPD in the justice system still 
faces obstacles. In Indonesia, although there have been efforts to integrate the CRPD into the 
national legal system, challenges in its implementation still exist. The lack of understanding 
and training for law enforcement officials regarding the special needs of persons with 
intellectual disabilities is a major obstacle. In addition, judicial infrastructure that is not yet 
fully disability-friendly and the lack of resources to provide necessary accommodations 
exacerbate this situation (Sholihah, 2016). Therefore, sustained efforts are needed from the 
government, judicial institutions and communities to ensure that persons with intellectual 
disabilities can enjoy the right to a full and equal fair trial. This comparison shows that although 
some countries have successfully implemented policies that are inclusive of persons with 
disabilities in the justice system, challenges in implementation still exist in many countries, 
including Indonesia. Therefore, it is important to continue to improve understanding, training 
and resources needed to ensure accessibility and fairness for persons with intellectual 
disabilities in the justice process. 

The main objective of this research is to analyze the impact and challenges of the 
implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) on the 
right to a fair trial for persons with intellectual disabilities. This research aims to identify the 
extent to which the CRPD has been adopted in national justice systems and how its 
implementation affects accessibility and fairness for individuals with intellectual disabilities. 
In addition, this research will explore the challenges faced in the implementation of the CRPD, 
such as lack of understanding among law enforcement officials, limited resources, and other 
structural barriers that may affect the effectiveness of implementing the right to a fair trial for 
persons with intellectual disabilities. 

The benefits of this research are expected to provide valuable insights for policy makers, 
legislators and relevant stakeholders in efforts to improve judicial accessibility for persons with 
intellectual disabilities. The results of this research can serve as a basis for formulating public 
policies that are more inclusive and responsive to the needs of persons with disabilities, as well 
as encouraging reforms in the justice system that ensure the right to a fair trial for all individuals 
without discrimination. In addition, the findings from this research can serve as a reference for 
relevant institutions in designing training and education programs for law enforcement officers 
regarding the rights of persons with disabilities, so as to improve their understanding and skills 
in handling cases involving individuals with intellectual disabilities. Thus, this research is 
expected to significantly contribute to efforts to realize a fair and inclusive justice system for 
persons with intellectual disabilities, as well as ensuring that their rights are respected and 
protected in accordance with international standards set by the CRPD. 
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This research has deep significance in raising awareness and understanding of the rights 
of persons with intellectual disabilities, particularly in the context of access to a fair trial. By 
analyzing the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
(CRPD) in the justice system, this research is expected to reveal the challenges faced by persons 
with intellectual disabilities in obtaining justice. The findings will serve as a basis for policy 
makers, law enforcement officials, and the wider community to understand the importance of 
providing appropriate accommodations and inclusive procedures for persons with intellectual 
disabilities in the justice process. In addition, this research contributes significantly to the 
development of theory and practice of human rights protection for persons with disabilities at 
the international and national levels. By identifying gaps in the implementation of the CRPD, 
this research can serve as a reference for countries in formulating policies that are more 
effective and responsive to the needs of persons with intellectual disabilities. In Indonesia, for 
example, although there have been efforts to integrate the CRPD into the national legal system, 
challenges in its implementation still exist. The lack of understanding and training for law 
enforcement officers regarding the specific needs of persons with intellectual disabilities is a 
major obstacle. As such, this research does not only increase understanding of the rights of 
persons with intellectual disabilities. 
 
RESEARCH METHODS 

The research method used in this study is a normative juridical approach, which focuses 
on analyzing existing laws and regulations, both at the international and national levels, related 
to the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) in 
the context of the right to a fair trial for persons with intellectual disabilities (Ani Purwati & 
others, 2020). This research will examine the legal norms governing the rights of persons with 
intellectual disabilities, particularly in relation to their access to the justice system, and explore 
the extent to which the principles contained in the CRPD have been implemented in Indonesian 
national regulations (Al-Fatih, 2023). By using a normative juridical approach, this research 
will assess the suitability between existing legal provisions and the expected implementation, 
as well as analyze the obstacles that exist in its implementation. In addition, this research will 
also explore the views of various legal experts and practitioners to understand more deeply the 
challenges faced in providing equal access to justice for persons with intellectual disabilities. 
 
RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
Implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Indonesian 
Courts 

Indonesia's ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
(CRPD) through Law No. 19/2011 demonstrates the country's commitment to ensuring that 
persons with disabilities have equal rights in various aspects of life, including in the justice 
system. The Convention prioritizes the principle of nondiscrimination, which is used as the 
basis for policy formation to ensure that persons with disabilities, including those with 
intellectual disabilities, can access a fair legal system without barriers. This is reflected in the 
provisions that regulate the state's obligation to provide full access to them. As part of this 
commitment, Indonesia also passed Law No. 8/2016 which provides a legal basis for the 
provision of services and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities, hopefully 
providing more comprehensive recognition and regulation of their rights. 

Despite the existence of a strong legal framework, the implementation of these rules in 
the justice sector still faces various obstacles. One of the main challenges is the lack of 
understanding and capacity of legal officers in addressing the specific needs of persons with 
disabilities. According to Jimly Asshiddiqie, this lack of competence contributes to the neglect 
of the basic rights of persons with disabilities in the judicial process. The lack of training and 
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knowledge on how to provide inclusive legal services means that they are often denied fair and 
equal treatment in the legal system (Luttrell dkk., 2011). Therefore, further efforts are needed 
to raise the awareness and skills of legal officers so that they can understand and meet the needs 
of persons with disabilities, so that the principle of nondiscrimination can be truly implemented 
in judicial practice. 

In the judicial context, not understanding the importance of special accommodations for 
persons with intellectual disabilities is one of the main challenges. Article 5 of the CRPD 
emphasizes the importance of providing advocates who can understand the needs of persons 
with disabilities, but in reality, this is often ignored in judicial practice. As a result, persons 
with intellectual disabilities are often subjected to unequal treatment, which prevents them from 
fully participating in the legal process (Prasojo & Pabbajah, 2023). Not only are they deprived 
of access to justice, but they are often not treated in accordance with their rights, which in turn 
can exacerbate the discrimination they face in the legal system. In addition, law enforcement 
officials' lack of understanding of how to handle cases involving persons with disabilities 
exacerbates this situation. Knowledge of inclusive legal mechanisms is very limited among law 
enforcement officers, so the approach used in handling cases is often not in accordance with 
the principles of equality mandated by the CRPD (Ginting dkk., 2024). Siti Zuhro argued that 
the government should pay greater attention to strengthening the capacity of legal officials, 
especially in terms of understanding the rights of persons with disabilities and ways of handling 
them that are sensitive to their needs. With these steps, it is hoped that the principle of equality 
can be effectively applied in the judiciary, giving people with disabilities an equal opportunity 
to obtain justice (Bahrudin & Zuhro, 2016). 

The provision of adequate physical facilities in courts is a significant challenge for 
persons with disabilities in Indonesia. Although the Supreme Court has issued Circular Letter 
No. 2/2016 regulating accessibility for persons with disabilities, its implementation has not 
been evenly distributed across courts. Many courts in the regions do not have adequate 
accessibility, such as ramps, elevators, or disability-friendly courtrooms. These infrastructure 
barriers are exacerbated by the lack of relevant communication aids. People with intellectual 
disabilities often have difficulty understanding the proceedings due to the absence of language 
adjustments or supportive visualizations. This inequality contradicts the principle of 
accessibility set out in Article 9 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
(CRPD) (Hafni & Rahmawati, 2020). In addition, current legal procedures often do not consider 
the special needs of persons with disabilities. The existing legal procedures in some cases are 
still interpreted textually, thus hindering the rights of persons with disabilities when dealing 
with the law either as witnesses/victims or perpetrators. The lack of understanding from law 
enforcement officials about the conditions and needs of persons with disabilities means that 
they are often overlooked in the legal process. In addition, procedural law procedures involving 
persons with disabilities are still interpreted rigidly by law enforcement officials, resulting in 
their rights being neglected. Therefore, it is important to ensure that the justice system in 
Indonesia can accommodate the needs of persons with disabilities, both in terms of 
infrastructure and legal procedures, so that they can obtain equal justice. 

Article 12 of the CRPD affirms the right of persons with disabilities to be recognized as 
equal before the law. However, in reality, many are still considered incompetent to give 
testimony. This approach reflects a systemic bias that ignores their right to be heard. According 
to Mulyana W. Kusumah, a paradigm shift in the legal system is needed to overcome this bias. 
Supervision of policy implementation is a crucial issue. The Ombudsman of the Republic of 
Indonesia has recorded complaints regarding the inability of legal officers to handle cases 
involving people with disabilities. This reflects the gap between national regulations and their 
implementation at the local level. Government institutions, such as the Supreme Court and the 
Ministry of Social Affairs, need to be improved to ensure the specific needs of persons with 
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disabilities are accommodated (Nurcahya dkk., 2021). These needs range from providing 
competent advocates to developing inclusive procedures. This step is important to ensure the 
implementation of Article 13 of the CRPD on access to justice. 

Legal processes involving people with disabilities also require a more adaptive 
approach. For example, legal documents need to be designed to be easily understood by those 
with intellectual disabilities. These adjustments not only improve accessibility but also ensure 
the right to information is fulfilled. According to legal experts such as Sulistyowati Irianto, a 
human rights-based approach should be the cornerstone of judicial reform. This means that 
every policy should be designed to remove barriers faced by people with disabilities (Limpulus, 
2024). This principle has been regulated in Article 5 of Law No. 39/1999 on Human Rights. 
The government also needs to strengthen existing regulations by adding sanction mechanisms 
for violations of the rights of persons with disabilities. Without strict sanctions, policy 
implementation will be difficult to monitor effectively. In addition, periodic evaluations of 
policy implementation need to be carried out to ensure compliance with the CRPD principles. 

The Supreme Court must play an active role in ensuring that its lower courts adopt 
inclusive policies. A thorough evaluation of the readiness of the courts, both in terms of 
infrastructure and procedures, needs to be conducted systematically. The results of this 
evaluation should be published as a form of accountability. In addition, the government could 
consider providing special funding to support the implementation of inclusive policies in the 
judiciary. This budget could be allocated for training of legal officers, construction of facilities, 
and provision of communication aids. This step reflects the state's commitment to the principle 
of sustainability (Jumantoro dkk., 2024). The role of civil society in supporting the 
implementation of the CRPD is also very important. These organizations can serve as a liaison 
between persons with disabilities and the government. Through this cooperation, the aspirations 
of persons with disabilities can be conveyed more effectively. 

To ensure policy sustainability, there needs to be integration of CRPD principles into 
the legal curriculum. Early understanding will shape a more inclusive generation of law 
enforcers. According to Harkristuti Harkrisnowo, inclusive legal education is a long-term 
investment to create an equitable justice system. Public awareness of the rights of persons with 
disabilities must also be increased. Existing stigma and stereotypes are often a major obstacle 
to the fulfillment of their rights. By strengthening public understanding, discrimination against 
people with disabilities can be significantly reduced. The government needs to continue to 
innovate in creating effective complaint mechanisms. Persons with disabilities should have 
easily accessible channels to report violations of their rights. These channels should be designed 
to be responsive to their needs (Harkrisnowo, 2000). It is expected to accelerate the 
implementation of the CRPD in the justice system in Indonesia. By prioritizing the principle of 
inclusivity, Indonesia can build a fairer legal system for all its citizens. 

 
Implementation Challenges of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
at the Global Level 

Globally, the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (CRPD) in ensuring the right to a fair trial for persons with intellectual disabilities 
reflects varying degrees of success. Some developed countries such as Australia have become 
examples of comprehensive implementation. There, the justice system is designed to provide 
full access to persons with disabilities through a variety of approaches. These include the 
provision of interpreters, the use of easy-to-understand information formats, and adaptive 
measures in legal procedures. This process not only ensures the participation of people with 
intellectual disabilities in court, but also protects their rights from systemic discrimination 
(Diantha & Wisanjaya, 2023). On the other hand, major challenges are still faced by many 
developing countries, including Indonesia. Despite having ratified the CRPD through Law No. 
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19/2011 and supporting the rights of persons with disabilities through Law No. 8/2016, 
implementation in the field is still far from optimal. One of the main obstacles is the lack of 
legal infrastructure adjustments that can accommodate the needs of persons with intellectual 
disabilities, both in physical and procedural forms. 

The mismatch between policies set at the central level and their implementation at the 
regional level is often a significant obstacle in realizing accessibility for people with intellectual 
disabilities in Indonesia. There are still many regional courts that are not equipped with 
supporting facilities such as special communication aids, interpreter services, or disability-
friendly courtroom settings (Rahmayani, 2023). This not only creates unfairness in the legal 
process, but also violates the principle of accessibility stipulated in the Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and the Indonesian Law on Persons with 
Disabilities. 

According to Jimly Asshiddiqie, an expert in constitutional law, successful 
implementation of the CRPD requires not only good regulations, but also a system that is able 
to adapt to the diverse needs of persons with intellectual disabilities. The justice system must 
provide access to clear information and flexible procedures so that persons with disabilities can 
properly understand their rights and obligations. For example, the provision of visual aids or 
sign language interpreters can be a concrete step to ensure every individual gets equal 
opportunities in accessing justice (Asshiddiqie, 2011). In addition, the government needs to 
integrate the principle of inclusiveness into monitoring mechanisms so that violations of the 
rights of persons with disabilities can be minimized. 

Building an inclusive justice system requires commitment from various parties, 
including the government, legal institutions and the wider community. In addition to 
strengthening the capacity of judicial institutions, adequate budget allocations are also key to 
realizing facilities and services that support special needs. By adopting best practices from other 
countries and adapting them to local conditions, Indonesia can improve existing gaps and 
ensure that people with intellectual disabilities have equal access to justice (MH, 2024). Only 
with concrete, results-oriented measures can the principle of comprehensive justice be truly 
realized. 

In developed countries such as Canada and the UK, the justice system has adopted a 
structured approach to support individuals with special needs in the legal process. Canada, for 
example, has integrated special needs into every stage of the justice system, including the 
provision of accessibility facilities in court as well as the engagement of expert consultants in 
relevant cases. This approach not only ensures compliance with the Convention on the Rights 
of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) but also strengthens the sense of substantive justice. In 
contrast, in developing countries, constraints such as lack of budget and low understanding of 
the needs of individuals with disabilities are significant barriers (Polii, 2024). In Indonesia, 
despite the existence of Supreme Court Circular Letter No. 2/2016 on Disability Services, many 
courts are still not consistently implementing disability-friendly procedures. These obstacles 
point to the need to strengthen institutional capacity in understanding the special needs of 
people with disabilities. 

According to Siti Zuhro, a public policy expert, it is important for the government to 
develop an integrated approach to supporting the rights of persons with disabilities. This 
includes providing human resources who are competent in dealing with special needs, as well 
as developing facilities that support accessibility in courts. This holistic approach can help close 
the gap between policy and practice. In addition, it is important to ensure that legal procedures 
provide flexibility for persons with intellectual disabilities in giving testimony (Satrio dkk., 
2023). In countries such as Australia, this policy has been implemented through special 
arrangements, such as the use of recorded media to document testimony and the provision of 
additional time to understand questions during the trial. This could be a good example to adopt 
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in Indonesia. 
The provision of legal information that is easily accessible to persons with intellectual 

disabilities is crucial in ensuring their equal participation in the judicial process. Such 
information should be presented in a simple format, using easy-to-understand language, or 
through effective visual media. This way, persons with disabilities can understand their rights 
and obligations throughout the legal process. However, to date, this basic right remains a 
challenge for the government in its efforts to realize inclusive public services for persons with 
disabilities. In addition, commitment to the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) requires close monitoring (Purnomo dkk., 2020). The 
Ombudsman of the Republic of Indonesia can play an important role in monitoring compliance 
with policies related to persons with disabilities. With better oversight, violations of the rights 
of persons with disabilities can be minimized. In the long term, the government needs to 
strengthen the regulatory framework to ensure alignment between national policies and local 
practices. One way is to require each judicial institution to produce an annual report on their 
efforts to fulfill the rights of persons with disabilities. This report can be an effective evaluation 
tool to assess the success of CRPD implementation (Achmadi dkk., 2020). In addition, 
successful implementation of the CRPD also requires ongoing support in the form of budget. 
The government must ensure that sufficient funds are allocated to support the rights of persons 
with disabilities in the justice sector. This funding can be used to build inclusive infrastructure, 
provide assistive devices, and support legal assistance services. 

At the international level, many countries have made strides in realizing commitments 
to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). They are integrating 
approaches that involve various parties, including governments and community organizations 
(Nurdjanah & others, 2013). Community organizations are often strategic partners in providing 
policy input, monitoring the implementation of regulations, and encouraging effective 
advocacy for the rights of persons with disabilities. This practice can be an important example 
for Indonesia to strengthen its inclusive approach, especially in creating policies and procedures 
that are more responsive to the specific needs of persons with intellectual disabilities. In 
addition, a paradigm shift at the community level is also an important aspect in supporting the 
implementation of the CRPD (Mustafa dkk., 2023). Social stigma towards people with 
intellectual disabilities remains a significant barrier. Many of them feel isolated due to negative 
stereotypes developed in the community. To overcome this, sustainable efforts that are 
educative and informative are needed to build public understanding. By raising public 
awareness, acceptance of people with intellectual disabilities in various sectors, including in 
the justice system, can increase. This will not only enhance the dignity of individuals with 
disabilities but also create a more inclusive environment. Indonesia faces significant challenges 
in implementing the CRPD, especially in the context of the justice system (Rozi dkk., 2021). 
However, with a systematic approach and support from all stakeholders, the right to justice for 
persons with intellectual disabilities can be realized. Indonesia can learn from best practices in 
other countries while still adjusting the strategies implemented based on the local context. 
Measures such as strengthening the capacity of legal institutions, providing disability-friendly 
facilities, and ensuring budget sustainability to support accessibility are part of the solution that 
should be prioritized. That way, the principle of inclusive justice can be realized in real terms. 

 
CONCLUSIONS 
 
The ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) through Law No. 
19/2011 demonstrates Indonesia's commitment to respecting and fulfilling the rights of persons with 
disabilities, however its implementation in the justice system still faces significant challenges. The main 
obstacles include a lack of understanding by legal officers of the needs of persons with disabilities, 
limited accessibility facilities in the courts, systemic bias that overrides the testimony rights of persons 
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with intellectual disabilities, and weak policy enforcement despite regulations such as Law No. 8/2016 
and Supreme Court Circular Letter No. 2/2016. To overcome these problems, strategic steps are needed 
such as increasing the capacity of legal apparatus through training, providing inclusive infrastructure, 
strengthening regulations with strict sanction mechanisms, monitoring and evaluating policies regularly, 
and integrating inclusivity principles into the legal curriculum. In addition, the government can learn 
from developed countries such as Australia and Canada that have successfully implemented inclusive 
justice and established partnerships with civil society organizations to support advocacy. With a 
systematic approach and strong commitment, Indonesia can build a fairer, friendlier and more inclusive 
justice system for people with disabilities. 
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